Dear Opera Lovers,

inter Opera Saint Louis is excited to

enter into our 12th season! We would

not be here without the support and
generosity of our patrons. Thank you to this
year’s sponsors: Nancy Pillsbury, Mary Pillsbury,
The Regional Arts Commission, and the
Missouri Arts Council — we are humbled by
your kindness and generosity.

The Stuént Pr‘iﬁce 2017

We are thrilled that our production of L'ltaliana
in Algeri will be performed at Missouri Baptist

v . with the University’s music department.
Les Pécheurs de Perles - 2018 .

Cotentrs @e Teres © =S We look forward to seeing you at the opera.
Many thanks for your patronage!

L’Elisir d'Amore 2018 Gina Galati

Please consider supporting Winter Opera with a tax-deductible contribution.
Any amount is greatly appreciated and helps support local artists!

*The Impresario Club is an exclusive
club for donors of $2,500 or more.
An Impresario is a patron who
understands the importance of the
arts and is a major financier and
supporter. We could not maintain
our season without you!

In addition to the benefits listed in
the chart, you get:

e First choice of seating
Impresario® $2,500- 2 tickets to Fall .
$4.999 U C ity |  © Drink vouchers
SECU?H.L & A e Private concert to
donor listing entertain your guests
$5,000— 2 tickets to Fall
$9,999 Gala, 6 tickets in
Section I, &
donor listing

Maestro* $10,000+ 4 tickets to Fall * A one-of-a-kind
Gala, 6 tickets in Winter Opera
Section I, & Impresario membership pin
donor listing designed by Mary Pillsbury (above)

e Invitations to cast
parties and special
events




GIOACHINO ROSSINI

)
L -I-ﬂ l— l ﬂ N ﬂ A shipwrecked Italian beauty
turns out to be more than

the vain Bey of Algiers
can handle!

Sung in Italian
with English supertitles
H Friday, January 25, 2019 at 7:30pm

Sunday, January 27, 2019 at 3pm

Tﬂf iTﬂ Liﬂ N G i RL I N ﬂ LG if RS Pillsbury Chapel at Missouri Baptist University
H H One College Park Dr., St. Louis, MO 63141

KATE TOMBAUGH =~ GREGORY SCHMIDT ALEX SOARE DARWIN AQUINO
Isabella Lindoro Mustafa Conductor

314-865-0038 « www.winteroperastl.org
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. STAFF
General Director. . ... ..o vt Gina Galati
Administrative Director. . .. ... Clare Wall
Technical Director . ...ttt Joseph Novak
Scenic DeSIgNer . ..ottt Scott Loebl
Costume Designer . ......... .. ... i JC Krajicek
Property Master .. .......uuitir e Laura Skroska
Lighting Designer. . .. .. ..ottt Natali Arco
Digital Director .. .........iuiti Dan Salmo
Poster and Program Designer......................... Mark Freiman
Development Director .. .. ..ot Trish Saleeby
Media Relations . . ........ ... . i Karen Kanakis
Orchestra Personnel Manager. .. ...................... Sarah Browdy
Music Director . . ... ..o Darwin Aquino
Collaborative Pianist .. ............ i Gail Hintz
Chorus Master . .......vuvine e Benedetta Orsi
President. ... ..... ... ... Nancy Pillsbury Shirley
TIEASUTET. « .« vttt et et et e et e e e e e e e Gina Galati
Boardmember. ...... ... ... .. ... .. Mary Pillsbury
Boardmember............... ... .. ... ..... George and Melissa Paz
Boardmember. . ..... ... ... . ... Lu Barnes



Pillsbury Marketing has been a leader in the
promotional merchandise industry for over
44 years offering creative ideas, competitive
pricing and outstanding service.

Let us help you create your next promotion!

10411 Clayton Road Suite 100
Frontenac, MO 63131

314-997-6666 Phone 314-991-7776 Fax

www.pillsburymarketing.com

TRATTORIA

“On the Hill” In Clayton
5101 Wilson Avenue 200 S. Brentwood Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63110 Clayton, MO 63105
314.771.1632 314.863.4567

/Z/RISTORANTE & BAR

Downtown,
On the corner of 7th and Market
701 Market St.
St. Louis, MO 63101
314.241.2424

Jackie and Giovanni invite you to

join us for dinner before the Opera!

www.dominicsrestaurant.com




Fripay, NovEMBER 9 & Sunpay, NovEMBER 11, 2018

The Vengeance of the Bat

Music by Johann Strauss, Jr.
Libretto by Karl Haffner and Richard Genée
English translation by Ruth & Thomas Martin
Dialogue adapted by Mark Freiman

Production sponsored by Mary Pillsbury

Conductor

Stage Director

Technical Director
Scenic Designer
Costume Designer
Lighting Designer
Collaborative Pianist
Chorus Master

Stage Manager

Assistant Stage Managers

Assistant Conductor
Property Master
Wigs and Makeup
Supertitles

Cast
Rosalinda
Gabriel von Eisenstein
Adele
Dr. Falke
Alfredo
Frank
Prince Orlofsky
Dr. Blind
Sally
Frosch
Ivan

Scott Schoonover
Mark Freiman
Joseph Novak
Scott Loebl

JC Krajicek
Natali Arco
Gail Hintz
Benedetta Orsi
Robert Klein
Emma Hersom
Matt Knight
David Galant
Laura Skroska
Jessica Dana
Sharifa Black

Karen Kanakis
Thomas Gunther
Karla Hughes

Jacob Lassetter
Brandon Scott Russell
Mark Freiman
Ksenia Berestovskaya
Jason Geer

Leann Schuering
Jonathan Richey
Michael Oelkers

Chorus
Aleksandar Dragojevic, Grace Fisher, Jason Geer, David Goldman,
Caitlin Hadeler, Emily Heyl, Kaytlin Houghtaling, Ryan Keller, Emily Moore,
Dale Obermark, Michael Oelkers, Jonathan Richey, Joel Rogier,
Kat Rubush, Tina Sayers, Chris Stanfill, Thomas Taylor, Sarah Vlodek

Orchestra
Violin 1 Bass Horns
Holly Huelskamp Wendy Hyman-Fite Tricia Jostlein

Concertmaster Flute Stephen Hanrahan

Manuela Kaymakanova Jennifer Gartley Trumpet
Tova Braitberg Laura Dwyer Jason Harris
Vio.lin 211‘ Oboe Dawn Weber
KatlehCo mZI Carrie Smith Trombone
Sarah Browdy Clarinet Matthew Hoormann
Viola Dana Hotle Timpani/percussion
ArlehGllﬂleenhalg? Mary Bryant Tim Crockett
Mitchell Stump Bassoon Jeff Barudin
Cello Peg Bumb Harp
Ranya Igbal Megan Stout
Jake Brookman

Synopsis

Act 1

Outside an apartment in Vienna, the tenor Alfredo serenades his old flame
Rosalinda, who is now married to Gabriel von Eisenstein. Dr. Falke has
called Alfredo to town to help him play an elaborate practical joke on
Eisenstein. Meanwhile, Adele, Rosalinda’s maid, has been invited by her
sister Sally to attend a glamorous ball. To get the night off, she tells her
mistress she must visit a sick aunt, but Rosalinda refuses to let her go.
Alfredo appears and declares his love for Rosalinda, who resists him until
he begins singing. But she shoos him off when they hear Eisenstein and
his lawyer, Dr. Blind, approaching. Alfredo vows to return later that night.
Eisenstein has been sentenced to jail for striking a police officer and must
begin his term that night. His friend Dr. Falke arrives to calm him. The two
laughingly recall the time when Eisenstein left Falke, dressed as a bat for
a costume ball, drunk on a park bench—making him the laughingstock of
Vienna. Falke convinces Eisenstein to delay going to jail until morning and
secretly join him that night at a fancy ball hosted by Prince Orlofsky—and
to bring along his infamous pocket watch to charm the ladies. Adele joins
Rosalinda in a sad farewell as her husband heads off to “prison,” while
each thrills secretly at their real plans for the evening. A note arrives from
Dr. Falke inviting Rosalinda to the ball as well, noting that if she comes

in disguise, she’ll see her husband flirting with the ladies. Angry at Eisen-
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stein’s deception, she tells Adele to go ahead and visit her “sick aunt”—then
receives the ardent Alfredo. But their rendezvous is interrupted by the pris-
on warden Frank, who has come to arrest Eisenstein. Caught in compro-
mising situation, Rosalinda persuades Alfredo to preserve her good name
by posing as her husband, and Frank hauls Alfredo off to jail.

Intermission
Act 2

Adele arrives at the ball to the surprise of her sister Sally, a ballet dancer,
who claims she never invited her. Dr. Falke tells Adele to pose as an actress
and introduces her to Prince Orlofsky. Falke then tells the perpetually
bored prince of his elaborate, vengeful practical joke. Orlofsky says he will
give Falke a gold medallion if Falke can make him laugh. Orlofsky then en-
courages his guests to feel free to do anything they like. Eisenstein arrives
posing as a French dignitary, per Falke’s instructions. He immediately iden-
tifies Adele as his wife’s maid, but she laughs him off in front of the guests.
The jail warden Frank then arrives, also posing as a French dignitary, and
he and Eisenstein become fast friends. Rosalinda arrives disguised as a
Hungarian countess and sees her husband flirting. And when Eisenstein
starts flirting with /er, she cleverly steals his pocket watch. Falke leads the
guests in a toast to love and brotherhood, but as the clock strikes, both
Eisenstein and Frank panic and rush off to jail. Orloksfy finally bursts into
laughter and presents Dr. Falke with the promised medallion.

Intermission
Act 3

In jail, Alfredo irritates the other prisoners with his singing. Frosch the
jailer takes advantage of the late arrival of his boss, Frank, to become glo-
riously drunk. Frank dances in drunk, enraptured by memories of the eve-
ning. Adele and Sally arrive, still believing Frank to be a French dignitary
and hoping he might further Adele’s stage aspirations. Frank sends them
off when Eisenstein shows up to serve his sentence. They both confess their
true identities, but Frank refuses to lock him up since he had already ar-
rested “Eisenstein” at home with his wife. Eisenestein flies into a rage just
as Dr. Blind arrives, claiming to have been summoned by him. Eisenstein
snatches Blind’s cloak, glasses, and wig to disguise himself as the lawyer
and confront the impostor. Rosalinda rushes in, trying to secure Alfredo’s
release and asking “Blind” to press divorce charges against her errant
husband—but she is offended when the “lawyer” seems to take Eisenstein’s
side. Dropping his disguise, Eisenstein accuses his wife of infidelity, at
which point Rosalinda produces his watch. Dr. Falke arrives with Orloksky
and the guests and explains that it was all a practical joke, the “vengeance
of the bat.” Orlofsky pledges to sponsor Adele’s new acting career and all
sing a final paean to the joys of champagne.

A Druid priestess, secretly in love
with an enemy Roman officer,
is betrayed. Will she risk deadly
consequences to expose him?

VINCENZO BELLINI

Sung in Italian
with English supertitles

Friday, March 8, 2019 at 7:30pm
Sunday, March 10, 2019 at 3pm

Skip Viragh Center for the Arts at Chaminade
425 S. Lindbergh Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63131

CHRISTINE LYoNs  PETER ScoTT DRACKLEY NE NELsoN BENEDETTA ORST

Norma Pollione Oroveso Adalgisa

Production sponsored by Nancy Pillsbury 314-865-0038 ¢ www.winteroperastl.org




Artists and Production Team

Natali Arco Lighting Designer

Natali Arco is a freelance lighting designer, associate, and
programmer in New York City. As an alum of the Conser-
vatory of Theatre Arts at Webster University, she holds

| St. Louis close to her heart and is delighted to be return-
ing to Winter Opera for her second consecutive season.

®% In addition to her experience in opera, Natali also has
professional experience designing for theatre, modern dance, site specific
venues, concerts, and award ceremonies. For samples of Natali’s work visit:

nataliarco.com.

Ksenia Berestovskaya Prince Orlofsky

Siberian mezzo-soprano Ksenia Berestovskaya has
performed throughout the United States, Russia, Germa-
ny, the United Kingdom, Ireland, and Mexico. Born and
raised in Omsk, Russia, she earned a Masters of Music in
Vocal Performance from the New England Conservatory

o of Music in Boston, MA and a Bachelor of Music from the
University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Berestovskaya is a first-place NATS
Mid-South Region competition winner, a finalist of The American Prize

in Voice/Friedrich & Virginia Schorr Memorial Award, and a semifinalist

in the Francisco Araiza International Opera Competition. Seen and Heard
celebrated her “spectacular, rich mezzo soprano, brassy and bold,” and DC
Theatre Arts called her “a major mezzo voice.” In 2017, she made her New
York debut singing the role of Amelfa in the city’s first-ever production of
Rimsky Korsakov's The Golden Cockerel to be performed in its original Rus-
sian, a performance for which Opera News called her “the most consistent-

ly attractive voice on stage.”

W inter Ope
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Saturday, February 16th 11am ¢ The Ritz-Carlton St. Louis
100 Carondelet Plaza, Clayton, MO 63105
$125 per person
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Mark Freiman Stage Director / Frank

Mark Freiman directed and sang in Winter Opera’s La
Bohéme, Tosca, and Otello, and most recently directed

1l Trovatore and Les pécheurs de perles. This past season
he directed Cosi fan tutte for Opera Mobile (Alabama),
Norma for Sarasota Opera (Florida), The Magic Flute for
Muddy River Opera (Quincy, Illinois), and Nabucco for
Union Avenue Opera. A recipient of the prestigious Richard F. Gold Career
Grant from the Shoshana Foundation, he has performed with opera com-
panies and orchestras throughout the country, including two national tours
with N.Y. City Opera. He is featured as William Jennings Bryan on the
Sony Newport Classics CD of The Ballad of Baby Doe, and spent a year in
Hamburg in the German-language production of The Phantom of the Opera.
Mr. Freiman was a child soloist for three seasons with the Metropolitan
Opera and sang a solo in their very first live telecast, La Bohéme starring
Luciano Pavarotti. He trained at New York City’s venerable Amato Opera.
This season he returns to Sarasota Opera to direct The Magic Flute.

Jason Geer Dr. Blind

Jason Geer has sung with the Springfield Regional Opera
for the past five seasons as a soloist and as a studio artist.
This is his first appearance with Winter Opera Saint
Louis. He has sung in various operas such as La Traviata,
The Elixir of Love, The Marriage of Figaro, and The Wise
Women. As a studio artist, he has sung at Café des Artistes
as a soloist, in various ensembles, and for the first Queen City Masquerade.
He has also sung with the Bowen Park Opera Company in his hometown
of Waukegan, IL and as a soloist for Central Bible College’s performances
of Savior: A Modern Oratorio in 1996 and 1998. Mr. Geer is a graduate of
Central Bible College with a B.A. in Pastoral Ministries and has been mar-
ried to his beautiful bride Heather for almost nineteen years. He has two
amazing kids, Maggie and Clayton, and a cat Kiwi.

GUIDO'S PIZZERIA & TAPAS

. 5046 SHAW AVENUE
Ido's 314.771.4900
PR ety WWW.GUIDOSSTL.COM
11
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BREATHTAKING®*BLISSFUL®BRILLIANT*BACH

Echoes from the Baltic Coast: October 21, 2018 - 3:00 pm

St. Stanislaus Polish Church

Be transformed by the breathtaking choral music of Latvia, Estonia and
Scandinavia in the perfect acoustics of St. Stan’s church.

Christmas Candlelight Concert: December 11,2018 - 7:30 pm
Powell Hall

Create the perfect tradition for your family this holiday season with the
Bach Society, joined by the St. Louis Children’s Choirs and soloists Emily
Birsan and lan Greenlaw.

Duruflé Requiem: March 3, 2019 - 3:00 pm

Cathedral Basilica

Arguably Duruflé’s most stunning and greatest work, performed by the Bach
Society Chorus and Orchestra and presented in collaboration with Cathedral
Concerts. Featuring soloists Alice Anne Light and Alexander Dobson.

2019 St. Louis Bach Festival: April 28 - May 19

Varied St. Louis venues

Join us again for a thrilling Festival full of collaborations and surprises, all
celebrating the music of J.S. Bach! Sponsored in part by Arts & Education
Council.

Bach’s Mass in B Minor: May 19,2019 - 3:00 pm

First Presbyterian Church, Kirkwood

Bach’s most monumental work will be performed by the Bach Society
Chorus and Orchestra with soloists Sherezade Panthaki, Meg Bragle,
Lawrence Jones and Tyler Duncan.

=

s

b www.bachsociety.org
314-652-BACH

 fReik AlTube

a )
THEBACHSOCIETY

OF SAINT LOUIS

A. Dennis Sparger, Music Director and Conductor
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- Emma Hersom Assistant Stage Manager

Emma Hersom is delighted to rejoin Winter Opera St.
Louis for her second season with the company, previously
¥ having worked as assistant stage manager for The Student
Prince, Les pécheurs de perles, and Lelisir d’'amore. She has
worked as stage manager for Insight Theatre’s You're a

| Good Man Charlie Brown and as assistant stage manager
for St. Louis Shakespeare’s Is He Dead? She has also worked for Circus
Flora as stitcher/wardrobe crew for The Case of the Missing Bellhop, for
Upstream Theatre as assistant costume designer/wardrobe supervisor for
Sweet Revenge, for JPEK Creativeworks as costume designer for Meeting at
the Elder’s Circle, and for Max and Louie Productions as run crew for End
of the Rainbow. She is a graduate of Southern Illinois University Edwards-
ville with a B.A in Design/Technical Theater.

Gail Hintz Collaborative Pianist

Gail Hintz holds a bachelor’s degree in piano performance
from Webster College, a master’s degree in vocal accom-
panying and coaching from the University of Illinois, and
spent a year in Paris studying piano at the Ecole Normale
de Musique. She then worked as a vocal coach/accompa-
nist in New York City for several years, coaching singers
and serving as music director/pianist for various regional opera and musi-
cal theater companies and tours. Gail moved back to St. Louis in 1989, and
currently coaches singers privately; accompanies rehearsals for the Saint
Louis Symphony Chorus; plays for the Metropolitan Opera district/regional
auditions in St. Louis; teaches musical theater at Washington University;
works on the music staff at Eliot Unitarian Universalist Chapel; accom-
panies choruses at Parkway South High School and St. Joseph Academy;
and enjoys free-lance work for Winter Opera Saint Louis, Opera Theatre of
Saint Louis, and The Muny.

10% discount before or after the Opera
4 #1 Italian, #1 Toasted Ravioli, Top Ten Pizza
2225 Macklind, 63110
314-773-4455

Reservations recommended

TAVERNA www Anthoninos.com

Not valid with any other offer or coupon
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ok ELEVEN

A New Perspective

REDISCOVERY
New Encounters

NOV [6,7:30pm
560 Music Center

KINDRED
The Sound of Home

FEB 8, 7:30pm
Parker’s Table

MAR 9,7:30pm
The Missouri History Museur

BELOVED
What's Your Love Languag

APR 13,7:30pm
560 Music Center

CHOICE
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Karla Hughes Adele

Karla Hughes has performed throughout the U.S. in
opera and music theater. Audiences may recognize her
from her Winter Opera debut as Gretchen in The Student
Prince. Additional credits include Zerlina in Don Giovan-
ni, Julie in Carousel, and Gretel in Hansel and Gretel. In

! 2011, Karla made her Lincoln Center debut as the sopra-
no soloist in Mozart’s Kronungsmesse, presented by Distinguished Concerts
International New York (DCINY). As a recording artist, she can be heard as
Mabel in The Pirates of Penzance and Yum-Yum in The Mikado with Albany
Records. Karla is an Associate Professor at Viterbo University in La Crosse,
Wisconsin

Karen Kanakis Rosalinda

| Soprano Karen Kanakis is hailed for her fine vocal tech-
nique and dramatic flair. Her operatic credits include
Giorgetta in Il Tabarro, Alice Ford in Falstaff, Donna
Elvira in Don Giovanni, Countess Almaviva in Le Nozze
\ di Figaro, Violetta in La Traviata, and Rosalinde in Die
'm Fledermaus. She is frequently featured as a soloist with
symphony organizations performing the Verdi Requien:, Mendelssohn'’s
Elijah, Brahms’ Ein Deutches Requien, Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass, and
Orff’s Carmina Burana. A frequent performer of modern compositions, she
can be heard on American composer Brooke Joyce’s CD “Waves of Stone”
on the Innova label.

Robert Klein Stage Manager

Robert Klein is Nebraska-based stage manager who attended the Glenn
Korff School of Music at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. He has
worked at opera companies across the country including Des Moines
Metropolitan Opera Company, Opera Columbus, and Opera Saratoga. Most
recently he worked on Marc Blitzstein’s The Cradle Will Rock with Opera
Saratoga, Antonin Dvorak’s Dmitrij at Bard SummerScape, as well as with
Ballet Nebraska, the Omaha Symphony, and Wichita Grand Opera.

www.TheHillstore.com

Custom Screen Printing
and Digital Printing
”) 0 1631 Sublette Ave.
ﬂ St. Louis, MO 63110
314-781-2992
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ALTERATIONS ~ CUSTOM SEWING COSTUMES

Clothing repair, hems, ~ We custom-design and sew  Costume rental and
buttons, zippers, etc.  clothing specially made for you  costume design

‘ by Winter Opera

' : costume designer

JC Krajicek

Tuesdays and Thursdays
1-5pm

p Saturdays
P‘ by appointment
2324 Marconi Avenue

on the Hill
314-865-0038

o

JC Krajicek Costume Designer

Jennifer ‘JC’ Krajicek is an Alum of Webster Universi-
ty’s Theatre Conservatory. Over the last decade she has
designed, coordinated, and constructed costumes for
many companies including St. Louis Black Rep, Opera
Theatre of Saint Louis, The Muny, Mustardseed Theater,
Metro Theatre Co, St. Louis Actor’s Studio, St. Louis
Shakespeare Co, Washington University, Talent Plus, Belle of the Ball,
and Missouri History Museum. JC Krajicek has become one of St. Louis’
known artisans and has been recognized by the Kevin Kline Awards and
St. Louis Theater Circle Awards with multiple outstanding costume design
nominations. She is an adjunct for the Theatre Dept. at UMSL and works
as Season Costumer for Winter Opera St. Louis.

Studio Rentals

2324 Marconi Avenue on the Hill - 314-865-0038
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Jacob Lassetter Dr. Falke

| With his powerful voice and commanding stage presence,

. baritone Jacob Lassetter enjoys an exciting and vibrant
career on both the operatic and concert stage. Critics
have praised his dignified characterizations, his soaring
high range, and his deep, rich tone quality. Mr. Lassetter’s
recent performances include Verdi’s Requiem with the
Missouri Symphony, Schubert’s Mass in A-Flat at Carnegie Hall, Sharpless
in Madama Butterfly with Annapolis Opera, Peter in Héinsel und Gretel,
Dick Deadeye in H.M.S. Pinafore and Il Gran Sacerdote in Nabucco with
Union Avenue Opera, Rodrigo in the world premiere of Borgia Infami and
Ruder in The Student Prince with Winter Opera Saint Louis, and Elijah at
the Bassi Brugnatelli Symposium in Italy.

Scott Loebl Scenic Designer and Scenic Charge Artist

Scott Loebl is proud to be working as the scenic designer and scenic artist
for WOSTL. As a painter, he is currently employed as the charge scenic
artist for the Repertory Theatre of St. Louis. He is also a scenic artist for
Opera Theatre of St. Louis and the Muny. He is currently on the faculty of
Webster University’s Conservatory of Theatre Arts, teaching scene painting
and figure drawing, and will be teaching scenic painting for SIU-E in the
spring. He formerly held the title
of charge artist for Anheuser-Bus-
ch at Busch Creative Services. He =
proudly serves on the national
board of trustees for United Sce-
nic Artists Local 829. He currently
is the set designer for the Rep’s
Imaginary Theatre Company and
has designed scenery for Ballet
Midwest, the Charmette Academy
of Dance, and MADCO. He holds

a B.A. in dance from Washington LIFELONG LEARNING INSTITUTE
University and toured extensively

& Washington University in St.Louis

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE

Have a passion for lifelong learning? Join our

with several local dance compa-
nies for 10 years before making
the transition to backstage.

enthusiastic senior learning community, age
55 and older, for a wide variety of courses

that emphasize peer learning and active class
participation. Courses are noncredit; there are
no exams, no grades.

Topics include: Music, Film Studies, Art/
Architecture, Current Issues, Economics,
History, Literature, Creative Writing, STEMM,
and many others!

Wi.wustl.edu | (314) 935-4237
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Matt Knight Assistant Stage Manager

Matt Knight is a stage manager based out of Omaha,
Nebraska. He is a graduate of the Johnny Carson School of
Theatre and Film at the University of Nebraska at Lincoln.
He has most recently worked on The Merry Widow at Opera
Saratoga, and both Medea and Falstaff at Opera Omaha. In
addition to his work with Winter Opera Saint Louis, he is
also working with Tri-Cities Opera in the 2018-2019 season.

Michael Oelkers van

Michael Oelkers is a seasoned veteran of Winter Opera
and has appeared in the chorus of fifteen different shows.
He is excited to make Die Fledermaus his sixteenth! High-
lights include Lackey in The Student Prince and General
Kromow in The Merry Widow, with the famous kick line

'\ and tambourine dance being a particular favorite. In
addition to his singing and acting, his many years of partner dance expe-
rience make him a valuable member of the ensemble. When Michael isn’t
in a Winter Opera show, he is an application engineer for a local Financial
Advisory firm.

Benedetta Orsi Chorus Master

Italian mezzo soprano Benedetta Orsi has been praised
by Teresa Berganza as “perfect voice for belcanto.” She is
one of the 2018 nominees for Outstanding Achievement
in Opera by St. Louis Theater Circle for her Carmen at
Winter Opera St. Louis, reviewed by Broadway Opera
World: “Benedetta Orsi has a quite breathtakingly beau-
tiful voice, full and rich, with such easily accessed resources of power. She
gives us a simply perfect ‘Habanera.” Along with concert appearances at
Carnegie Hall in NYC and throughout Italy, England, the United States,
and Spain, Ms. Orsi’s performance credits include roles in Anna Bolena,
Maria Stuarda, Roberto Devereux, Carmen, Rigoletto, Un Ballo in Maschera,
Cavalleria Rusticana, L'ltaliana in Algeri, La Sonnambula, Werther, Il Turco
in Italia and Il Trovatore. Benedetta is one of the YA of Women’s Hope Cho-
rale. Her new album Voix d'amour will be produced in collaboration with
LimenMusic and released in Spring 2019.

L

Jonathan Richey Frosch

Jonathan Richey is excited to be in his first named role with Winter Opera!
Jonathan enjoys performing and directing in his hometown of St Louis,
and can't believe it’s already his third season with the company. Thank you
so much to everyone who has come to see the opera and supports fine arts
in the city, and be careful with those champagne toasts! Toi toi toi!
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WERE
HOMEGROWN,

a completely independent st. louis publication

« connecting our community

[ Proud to support
Winter Opera Saint Louis |

121 Hunter Ave. Ste. 201
314.657.2100
townandstyle.com

Friday, Nov. 10, 2{

Sunday, Nov. 12,

Y
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TWENTY-FIFTH NNIVERSARY SEASUN

Tom Cipullo

Glory Denied

August 16, I7, 23, 24

The saga of Vietnam veteran Colonel Jim Thompson,
N I O N the longest-held American POW in US history.

VISIT WWW.UNIONAVENUEOPERA.ORG
FOR 2019 TICKETING INFORMATION
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Brandon Scott Russell Alfredo

Brandon Scott Russell is a 2018 National Semi-Finalist in
the Metropolitan Opera National Council Auditions. His
recent role debuts include: title role in Idomeneo, title role
in Bernstein’s Candide, Rinuccio in Gianni Schicchi at the
University of Cincinnati College Conservatory of Music;
1st Armored Man in Die Zauberfléte, cover of Tamino and
Rodolfo with Cincinnati Opera; Cassio in Verdi’s Otello with Springfield
Regional Opera; Opera Theatre of Saint Louis cover Alfredo in La traviata
and Dr. Marshall in Regina. He premiered the roles of: John Doe in Catan’s
Meet John Doe, Shalimar in Jack Perla’s Shalimar the Clown and in con-
cert Narraboth in Salome and Roméo from Romeéo et Juliette. Upcoming
include: The Teacher in Julien Bilodeau’s Another Brick in the Wall with
Cincinnati Opera and Edgardo in Lucia di Lammermoor with Knoxville
Opera’s outreach program.

Scott Schoonover Conductor

Scott Schoonover is Founder and Artistic Director of the
critically acclaimed Union Avenue Opera in St. Louis,
Missouri. At UAO he has served as conductor of more
than 55 productions over the past 24 years including
H.M.S. Pinafore and Lost in the Stars this past season.
Schoonover has conducted for several other regional
companies including many productions at Winter Opera St. Louis, Ashe-
ville Lyric Opera, Muddy River Opera, and regularly conducts the Web-
ster Opera Studio performances at Webster University. Active as a choral
conductor, Schoonover is Artistic Director and Conductor of the Missouri
Women'’s Chorus and is director of music at Union Avenue Christian Church.

Leann Schuering Sally

Since moving to Saint Louis in 2015, soprano Leann
Schuering has performed as a soloist with many of the
area’s best classical music organizations. Highlights of
recent seasons have included leading lady Josephine in
: //]; Union Avenue Opera’s H.M.S. Pinafore, Vivaldi’s Gloria

% A /' with the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra; Brahms’
Requiem with the Chamber Orchestra of Grosse Pointe, Michigan; two solo
concerts at LOFTRecital in Minneapolis; and her role debut of Miss Word-
sworth in Union Avenue Opera’s Albert Herring, for which she was praised
for her “splendid work” (KDHX).
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SANSONE GROUP
IS A PROUD SUPPORTER OF

AND OUR SAINT LOUIS
ARTS COMMUNITY

The Premier Commercial Real Estate Firm in St. Louis

Our expertise paired with decades of experience and a commitment to
our clients brings us center stage in the industry. We are a purpose-
driven organization dedicated to providing superior commercial real
estate services. Our hard work and knowledge of the market consistently
exceeds expectations and has our clients singing our praises.

SANSONE ¥ flinE &

sroun 314.727.6664 | SANSONEGROUP.COM
g | )
s 120 S. Central Ave., Ste. 500 | St. Louis, MO 63105
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) S 314-645-9263
xe,(xo Ttabian Foods TFox314-645-6423
(e www.pietrosdining.com

3801 WATSON RD. OPEN MON-SAT
ST. LOUIS, MO 63109 LUNCH & DINNER

Laura Skroska Property Master

| Laura Skroska is excited to be returning to Winter Opera
¥ St. Louis for her third season. Laura studied technical
theater at Northwestern University and SIU-Edwards-
ville. She received her MA and MFA in Painting from
Fontbonne University. Laura is also Assistant Technical
Director for the New Jewish Theatre, works with Union
Avenue Opera as Properties Designer, and with Mustard Seed Theatre as

a scenic painter. Prior to returning to theater, Laura taught painting and
fashion design at South Broadway Art Project. Laura would like to thank
her husband and family for their love and support.

designer & custom

jewelry

.ﬁwﬂ/ .%}?fffﬁff(?/:/!z;/ﬁ?"Ay

Le chateau village : 10411 clayton road, in frontenac

314-560-1200
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%Comect
the Arts

Curious about artists in stl?

Let us introduce you.

"There is nothing better
than opening up and
sharing part of your

soul with the audience
and feeling their energy

in return.”

Anthony Heinemann
singer, actor, teacher

A place for arts lovers to find, meet & hire
your favorite artists.

www.ConnectTheArts.com
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SEASON DONORS

Maestro™ $10,000+

George & Melissa Paz

Nancy Pillsbury Shirley
Mary Pillsbury Wainwright
Ed & H Pillsbury Foundation

Spinto ™ $5,000-%9,999
Lu Barnes
Impresario™® $2,500-4,999

Nancy Barnidge
Anna Galakatos-Harris
Dr. David & Debra Robson

Dramatico $1,000-2,499

Dr. Marco & Beth Castaneda

Jim & Mary Forsyth

Fox Family Foundation

Suzanne Greenwald & Leif Johnson
Thomas B. Hall 111

Kent & Dorothy Kreh

Greg & Holly Lanza

Dr. Ronald & Toni Leidenfrost

John Lesser

Laverne Lorenzini

Willard Moseley & LaVerne Riebold
Kevin & Patti Ortyl

Potter Varley

Michael and Jeanne Zychinski

Lirico $500-$999

Dr. Tony & Dr. Kimberly Berni
The Kosmowski Family
Robert Mueller

Robert Praprotnik

Dr. William & Gina Reilly
Zsolt & Mary Rumy

Dr. Jo-Ellyn Ryall

Anthony, Sr. & Mary Anne Sansone
Richard & Judy Sauget
Robert & Sue Schultz

Linda Seibert

Mark Thiel

*Indicates Impresario Club Members

Comprimario $350-499

Rabbi Dr. Jay B. Goldburg
Roger & Mary Lou Keech
Lenore Schulein

Coro $100-$349

Anonymous Donor
Timothy Anderson
William Ballard
Natalia Bogdanova
Lee Bohm
Alfred and Pam Bonaldi
Chet Breitwieser &
Rodney J. Starns
Gregory Brown
Harry & Susan Bussman
Tim & Susan Carney
Ann Corrigan
Salvatore & Dagnija Comado
Carl & Jeanne Deutsch
S. Blake Duncan
Frank J. Guyol III,
Frank J. Guyol III Charitable
Fund of the St. Louis
Community Foundation
Gerry Frankenfeld
Bruce Freimuth
Richard & Shirley Juenger
Norman & Judith Katz
Robert & Marcia Kern
Walter Klein
Krost Brothers Constructions
Judith LeBlanc
Mr. and Mrs. Lonigro
Julie Lorenz
Ms. Maltese
Eleanor Mandel
Charlotte Martin
David & Donna McBeth
John & Mary Lee McConaghy
Kathy McDonald
Mike & Lauren McGraw
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Michael & Gigi McKinzie
Mary Etta Montes
Gary Nedrig
Alice Nelson
Thomas & Gretchen O’Neal
Sam & Janice Orlando
Keith & Nancy Patten
Kimberly Perry
Gary & Nancy Pohrer
Doris Pree
Howard & Jeanne Rader
Earl Shreckengast &

Dr. Julia Muller
Dr. and Mrs. Sasser
John & Nancy Solodar
Marilyn Spirt
Dr. Matt & Sherry St. Eve
Ken Streett
Paul Sullivan

Amici $25-$99

Anonymous Donor

Lewis Bettman III & Joan Berkman
Maria Cuccia-Brand

Eileen Edelman

Joan Fromme

John & Linda Hensely

Nancy Hofheinz

Paul Kneeland & Nancy Weisman
Rosemary Lanes

Aaron Mandel

Pat McHugh

Steven & Maria Minowitz

David & Jitka Olander

Thomas Oneal

Marianne Peri-Sack

Susan Reed

Dynette Rogier

Steven & Yona Strasberg

Frederick & Suzanne Switzer June Shaw

Lawrence Tomassini Lois Trowbridge

Earl Weatherwax Gerald Wilemski

Donald Wilson Elliot Zucker
2019 FESTIVAL SEASON

MAY 25 - JUNE 30

Mozart

RIGOLETTO
Verdi

Monteverdi

World Premiere

Terence Blanchard
& Kasi Lemmons

ExperienceOpera.org
(314) 961-0644

THE MARRIAGE OF FIGARO

THE CORONATION OF POPPEA

FIRE SHUT UP IN MY BONES

SEE A
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SUBSCRIPTIONS
NOW AVAILABLE!

LL FOUR OPERAS FOR AS LITTLE AS $80.

PAST SEASONS

Season 1 © 2007-2008
Rigoletto by Giuseppe Verdi

Season 2 « 2008-2009
Samson and Delilah by Camille Saint-Saens
I Pagliacci by Ruggiero Leoncavallo
Don Pasquale by Gaetano Donizetti

Season 3 © 2009-2010
Il barbiere di Siviglia by Gioacchino Rossini
Werther by Jules Massenet
Gianni Schicci by Giacomo Puccini

Season 4 © 2010-2011
Opera Extravaganza
La Traviata by Giuseppe Verdi
Cavalleria Rusticana by Pietro Mascagni

Season 5 © 2011-2012
Rodgers & Hammerstein's A Grand Night for Singing
Ariadne auf Naxos by Richard Strauss
La Bohéme by Giacomo Puccini

Season 6 © 2012-2013
The Mikado by Gilbert & Sullivan
The Ballad of Baby Doe by Douglas Moore
Tosca by Giacomo Puccini

Season 7 © 2013-2014
Faust by Charles Gounod
Falstaff by Giuseppe Verdi
Lucia di Lammermoor by Gaetano Donizetti

Season 8 © 2014-2015
Le nozze di Figaro by W.A. Mozart
The Wise Women by Conrad Susa
L'amico Fritz by Pietro Mascagni
Otello by Giuseppe Verdi

Season 9 ¢ 2015-2016
The Yeomen of the Guard by Gilbert & Sullivan
Cosi fan tutte by W.A. Mozart
1l Trovatore by Giuseppe Verdi

Season 10 © 2016-2017
The Merry Widow by Franz Lehar
La Cenerentola by Gioacchino Rossini
Carmen by Georges Bizet

Season 11 © 2017-2018
The Student Prince by Sigmund Romberg
Les Pécheurs de Perles by Georges Bizet
L’Elisir d’Amore by Gaetano Donizetti
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THE FOLLOWING PATRONS graciously opened their homes to
Winter Opera Saint Louis’ out-of-town performers and crew:

Jo Fischer

Judy Foster & Ronald Danna
Julie Lorenz

Jennifer Luner & Lee Hastings
Kathy McDonald

Linda Seibert

SPECIAL THANKS

WINTER OPERA SaINT Louts would like to extend our sincere thanks to the
following people, without whom these productions would not take place:

Paul Weil for your guidance, legal advice, and friendship.

Dominic’s Restaurant for hosting our Opera Nights and
Holidays on the Hill.

Kathy McDonald for helping with the bookkeeping.
Tom Brockland, Conner Ash, & Jill Cooper for your accounting services.
Dan Salmo for designing and maintaining our website and helping with IT.

Mr. Willard Moseley & Mrs. Riebold for donating and setting up the
new computers.

Trish Saleeby for assistance with development.
John Bradbury for chauffeuring and hanging posters.
Sharifa Black for helping out in the office.
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Licazzis
e’

Fine ltallan ond American Cuisine

Most Moderately
Priced Restaurant

“ON THE HILL”wWww ZIAS.COM
S256 WILSON 314-776-0020
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